
 
2012 Wedell Cellars Santa Maria Valley “Sierra Madre Vineyard” Chardonnay
 

We feel our 2012 Wedell Cellars ”Sierra Madre Vineyard” Chardonnay is really a special wine from a vineyard 
with a remarkable history of producing wines that have garnered world wide recognition as being amongst the very 
best.  We carefully selected several blocks of Chardonnay from the more than ninety plus acres of chardonnay 
planted at Sierra Madre Vineyard to be the sources of this beautiful wine.  Our goals have always been to 
produce a Chardonnay in a more classical Old World Style with an emphasis on Terroir in harmony with Fruit and 
Alcohol balanced with Acidity. Our goals of producing such a wine have been exceeded with the 2012 Wedell 
Cellars ”Sierra Madre Vineyard” Chardonnay. 
 
Wedell Cellars’ philosophy has always been that “less is more”, the 2012 Wedell Cellars ”Sierra Madre 
Vineyard” Chardonnay exemplifies this.  The 2012 harvest showed a balanced amount of fruit on the vines, the 
growing season was nearly perfect and the grapes were ready in mid October with an ideal balance of acidity and 
sugar.  We feel that as winemakers it is our duty to allow the vineyard to express itself with a minimal amount of 
manipulation on our part.  Keeping with that duty in mind, after being selectively hand harvested the grapes were 
pressed whole cluster and barrel fermented.  Upon completion of the primary fermentation we induced 
Malolactic Fermentation to soften the acidity.  Stirring the wine regularly in barrel (batonnage) for the first year 
after fermentation we then aged the wine sur-lie until it “told” us that it was ready.  Finally, in June 2014, to 
retain all the richness, complexity and beauty of the wine we racked the wine off of its lees and bottled it unfined 
and unfiltered. 
 
Our 2012 Wedell Cellars ”Sierra Madre Vineyard” Chardonnay is all about Terrior, indeed this wine is a true 
expression of the Sierra Madre Vineyard. The wine has a beautiful Old World Minerality to it that is nearly 
impossible to describe in words, and even though it has undergone 100% malolactic fermentation there is no hint 
of butter. Finally, whilst it has been aged for a considerable amount of time in new French Oak Barrels, the oak is 
complimentary but not overpowering.  The 2012 Wedell Cellars ”Sierra Madre Vineyard” Chardonnay has an 
incredible rich mouth feel, immersing you in a spectacular balance of oak, fruit and acidity with a lingering 
complex finish.  Because it is so balanced, we feel that we have created a wine that while enjoyable now will age 
and mature beautifully for many years to come

Harvest Date     October 17, 2012 
Brix      24.6 
Acid      3.29 PH, 6.78TA 
Barrels     Damy and Francois Freres French Oak Allier Forest25% new 
Bottled     June 7, 2014 
Alcohol     14.5% 
Production     750ml:  1,080 Bottles   (180 Six Pack Cases) 

1.5 Liter:  30 Bottles (Hand signed, Dated & Numbered)  
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